Elevations of cathepsin B and cathepsin L activities in forelimb and hind limb muscles of genetically dystrophic mice.
The combined activities of cathepsin B and cathepsin L were studied in the forelimb and hind limb muscles of dystrophic mice. The activities of these proteases in the forelimb and hind limb muscles of young and adult dystrophic mice were significantly higher than those in normal mice. However, clinical involvement of dystrophy appeared in the hind limbs but not in the forelimbs. We therefore suggest that the increase in protease activity begins at a very early age and that the clinical involvement is not linked with the increase in cathepsin B and L.